Preimplantation prenatal diagnosis.
Preimplantation prenatal diagnosis refers to the application of molecular genetic techniques to the assessment of gametes before conception or to early embryos before implantation. Such techniques could allow couples at significant risk for a variety of known genetic diseases to use assisted reproductive technology in achieving pregnancies that are free of the genetic disorder in question. The techniques, their risks, benefits, limitations, and potential applications are described, and recent experiences with human pregnancies are reviewed.